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Sasanet
ordered to
pay couple
Sh5.6 m
BY BENSON WAMBUGU
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The High Courthm ordered aplrmid
scheme, Smmet Invstment Ccopem-
tive Society, to refund a couple Sh5.6

miUionwhich theyinvstedin the fi m
before its collapse.

Commercial Court Judge Lady Jus-

tice Martha Koome said she ws satis-

fed that Edwild Mwaniki md llellen
Nymbua invsted their money i! the
plramid scheme to eiln a Profit but
ended up loshg weryttring

The invstors had deposited Sh2

-- 
.illion with the co-operativq having

been convinced by the compmy direc-

to6 thatitwould eam aSh3.6 million
prcfit in one yeil.

later the couple said they were

shocked to sre m advertisement in
local dailies notifying members ofthe

scheme that Smanet had suspended

its opemtiom.

turtherenquhies
Mr Mwmiki md his wiie said turther
enquiries conimed their fem as the
fim had collapsed with hundreds of
millions belonging to the investors.

On its part Sasmet denied hav-

ing entered into m a$eement with
the couple or receivirg shz million
as alleged.

The fi m challengedthe juisdiciion

of the cour! sayingthe disput€ should

have been hmdled bythe Ceoperative
Ttibunal or an ilbitrator.

The Judge said tbe plaintiffshad a-
tablished their claim md ordered Sm'
metto paythe i$esbors Sh5.6 million
together with interest at mut rates.

Eaxlierin February, ajudge allowed

rme investors who lost mil lions in Sas-

anet plrilnid scheme to sell assets be
longing to one ofthe trm's dtectors.

sheila Akhyi, Christine waidmu
and Pauline Ngiangi4 were told they

could sell two Nairobi apaxfnqnts be-

lon€ing to Michael Chege.

liYelfarcassociation
They had sued the companies Strilret
Ltd, Sdanet lnvestment Cmperahw
Sociew ard its dtectors Mr Chege md
Mr Sarmy Gitau, claimilg more thm
Sh? million from one of the schems.

ln yet arother 6q more tJran

150,000 investos of the @Uapseil

schemes lost out afier a court rejected

a suit they had filed agaist the gov'

emment.
Tbe investors thoughtbe Pfra:niil

victim Welfile Association want€d

the @urt to mmpel Prime Minist€r
Raila Odinga to enfore rmlmen-
datios of atasldore on the schems

relemedinJmelrtYm.
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Stateto revokemoreill6"r
titlerdeeds in land reforms
BY JIM ONYANGO

Thousmds of illegally mquted title
d€ds will be revokedthiswek s the
govement moves to reglve lmd dis-

puts said to be holding up develop-

ment projects rcross the comtry
Taxgeted wiil be those issued on

publiclm4 ruordingto DeputY ltrds
Comissioner Peter IGhuho who said

the move.wtr a follow-up to the revo'
€tion ofothertitls through aKenya
Gmtte notice onAprill.

The Cotrtituency Development

F\rnd said yesterday some ofits projects

had stalled owing to legai hudles re
gadilglmd omenhip.

Dispute over tbe ownership of lmd
is slowing downthebuil.ling of dwel-
opment projects in the constituencis,
the CDF said 6 it a.lso emerged that
the Ministry of knds will tlis week

revoke thousands of illegally rcquired

landtitles.
Some projects hat'e been abar:tloned

orstalled ro ar*ultoftle dGputes over

the lmd emaked by tle CDF com-

mittees for building schools, health

@ntres md mter projects rsulting
in misuse or wastage of Public funds

already injected hto the projects.

The CDF boad saYs moneY allo
eted to some of the projects bffi sin@

ben realloetedbeeue some Public

utilitylmd had been illegally acquireil

byprivat€ dflelopers.
The rwelatiom of ttre difficdty in

trcssing public lard for development

proj wts in six densely populated con-

stituencis including Embalai inNai-
robi coms at atimewhent}le Ministry

of Imds is taking stem msurs to
rewke titles dedsforlard.thatm set

aside forpublic purpossbutm allo-

@ted iilegally to Priwte dweloPem.

'Wewill mel wen moretitlsl' Mr
Kahuho saidlastweell The lstbatch
oftitls that were re@ntly revoked by

the Ministry of ldltls were published

CDI prci€ctslikeschoolshavestalleddretolandomeEhiptussl6'Frtr

I lllegally acquired title deeds will be

rerckedthisweek.

I Move aimed at resolving land disputes

said to beholding up development

proiects across the country

I CDF sai's disputes ovel the

ownership ofland slowing down

buildinq of development ploiects in the

constftuenctes.

I Some prolects have b€en abandoned

orstalled as a result ofthe disputes ovel

in a special issue ofthe Kenya Gu ette

on April 1. The ministry has also em-

bilked on thesecond phtre ofbuying

back idle Iand in towns md rural am,
especially that wbich the govement
alloeted influentia.l people in mulv
deals shortly a.ffer independence in
1963. The govement h6 alloeted
Sh15 biUion to t}}e scheme lotended at

$eating aland barkwhich investors

md projectdevelopes m Lap into ffi
tbe country steps up the drive to attract

mpitalto maiortowns inthe RAvaUey,
'Westem ard NyMaProvine'

land sellers
The CDFboud hm naned sweral
projects which were stopped be
€se of disputs betwen lmd sell'

em md CDF mmmitt€es Among th€

prcjects that have stalledbemuse of
landproblem is aSh5 million hospi'

tal project in Embal(asi onstituency.

The moneyhas sinceben relooted
for the expansion of dining hails md
dassmm for thre schmls inthe
@nstituency Some Prcjwts have also

stalled il Kisaunl Strehe Kiltruku-
njL Makadm md Gichugu mnstitu-
encis overlmd disPutes.

An hdependent audit rePort re
leaed lastwek by ttre National Tbx-

payeN'Association OIIA) sa]ts that
about Sh500 million int€nded for

buitdlng hospitals, schools md roads

in 34 coNtituencies in the 2006 to

2008 filmcia.l yeils cmot be ac-

counted fol
A total sh58.6 billion hm ben al-

lo€ted to the 210 constituencies since

the inception of CDF in 2003. In the

cunent finmcial yeil, cDF has been

alloeted Sh12.3 billion.
CDF ffi established in 2003

through il Act of pilliament. The

fund aim to control imbalmes in re
gional development. It ttrgets all con

stituencylevel development projects,

particulilly those aiming to combat

poverty at the gr6sroots.

The fund compriss il mual
budgetary allootion equident to
2.5 per cent ofthe govemmentb ordi-

naxy revenue. CDF is mma.gedthrcugl
fow comittes two of which ile at

the national level, and tw! atthe glffi-
roots level.

The lGnya Anti-Comption Com-

mission has said it will inffitigate the

claim by NfAwith a view to Prose
cuting pmple sspected of misuilg
publicfuntls.

The revelatiom of miswe of the

funds me at a time when Tlemury
is seking approval of a Sh42 billion
supplementaxy budget to sustain
government expenditue until Jme.
State spenditueis incr$ing dspite
austerity measus includingtllewith-
dmwal of fuel guzding motorvehic'les

ftom govement officials.

But the cDF boad saYn stalleC

projecls should not be oNtrued to

mear wastage of public funds.'The

CDR ocruional problems notwith-

stmding, is a monumental sure
story with more than 35.000 CDF

projects in vtrious stags of @mple
tion stablisbed tttrowhout the mm'
try. A signifimt perentage of thse
have already ben omPleted md il
we," said CDF chief srcutive off er.
AnsOdhiambo.
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Nokia sign
software
lab deal
BY KUI KINYANJUI

Renewed efforts to bridge the gap be-

tween theoretical training and prac.

tical experience in the ICT sector htr
seen the development of yet another
collaborative effort be tween a tertiar,
irstitution and an industry player

The latest match-up betwen the

Universityof Nairobi md mobile mm'
ufmturer Nokia will see the develoP
ment of a laboratory at m estimated
@st of Sh4million to q@te m enabling

environment for university students to

reseuch md develop softwrue aPPlie-
tiom forthe market.

"The challenge i s on softwile devel-

opers to @me up with loBlly relevant

solutioN given that there is a large

milket for irnovative products.

Bu! there is a$owingpool ofcom'
puter science mil lT graduat€s, IT prm'
titioners mdprofessionals in the com-
try who lrck accss to well equipped
laboratories to do researchworusaid
Peter wagacha Tea m Irader. Univer-
sity of Nairobi. School of Computing
md Infomatic.

Demand for engineerc
The lab h6 been developed in col-

labomtion \Yith Nokia's Rsearch
CentreAlric md willbe a multidis-
ciplinilylaboralory, to bebNed at lhe

universi!/s School of Computing and

lnfomatic.
The move follows similil @llaborative

efforts between industry and educa'

tionalists that have sought to build on

slnergis aimed at in0ffiing exposue

for students in the milket Plee.
In 2006, Moi UniversitymdSafili'

mm lamched an enhmed engineer-

ing degree that aimed to empower
graduats with the ability to make a

seilnles tmition into the wor}dorce

from mivesity.
The progme faturs a jointly

developed cuniculum that will incor-
pomte experiential training for both
students md lecturers throughout
the couse, md hopes to met rising

demmd for engineers who m hmdle
the npidly evolving mobile telephony

lmdsope.
Yest€rday, Strathmore Universiry

also launched absiness incubation
project that hopes to take advantage

oftea[hing,lming md reseilch out-
puts faom its Faculty of Infomation
Tecbnology.

Trchnology md businss incuba-

tion programne like those offered

by UoN md Stnttmore m dsigned
to arelemte development md mm-
mercialise tshnologY using m mY
of suplnrt rsoues md setris.
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